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CHAP. xxvi. ascent was more abrupt than at any other point,
and the height greater* The natural advantages
seemed to have inspired the enemy with a high de-
gree of confidence in the security of this part of
their position; for though the top was crowned by a
stockade, and some other defences guarded the as-
cent, the number of men allotted to it was not con-
siderable. To divert attention from this point a
battery was constructed, and in the morning a
vigorous cannonade opened upon the works at tho
pass. The meditated attack upon tho enemy's right
was intrusted to Brigadier-General Richards. It
took place under cover of the night, arid succeeded
without the loss of a man. On tho following
morning preparations were made for pushing tho
success of the night, but the enemy abandoned tho
hills after a very feeble resistance, and no impedi-
ment remained to the occupation of tho capital of
Arracan. The naval force participated m those
gallant deeds. A party of seamen accompanied tho
force under General Richards, which gained the
hills. Indeed, the zeal which that force displayed
throughout the operations of the Burmese war was
exemplary. One instance of it, immediately con*
nected with the attack upon Arracan, may bo men-
tioned. Commodore Hayes, finding that his boats
could not be brought to the scene of action, landed
two twenty-four pounders, and, with the British
seamen, dragged them" and their appurtenances five
miles to the encampment before Arracan, rendering